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BY HAND DELIVERY 
Cynthia T. Brown, Chief 
Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

RECEIVED 
DEC 19 2011 

SUHPACfc 
VMNSPORTAnON BOARD 

Re: Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption - In Henry 
and Spalding Counties, GA 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 33IX) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pursuant to the Board's abandonment class exemption procedures for lines with no 
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F). enclosed are an original and 
11 copies of Norfolk Southern Railway Company's verified abandonment notice of exemption. 

A check in the amount of $3,600.00 is enclosed to cover the applicable filing fee, as is a CD 
containing an electronic version of a draft federal register notice. 

Please acknowledge receipt and filing of this notice of exemption by date stamping the 
enclosed eleventh copy and returning it to the courier to retum to me. 

Sincerely, 
_ „ ENTERED .̂ 
Office of Prcsoedings 

DEC 1 9 201i 
Partot 

Public Record 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company 

Enclosures 
cc: Greg Summy. Marc Kirchner, Kearston Comegys 
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NORFOK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN HENRY AND SPALDING COUNTIES, GA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

RECEIVED 
^ , e DEC 1 9 2011 

December 19,2011 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202)663-7824 
Fax: (202)663-7849 

Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company 
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STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X) 

NORFOK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN HENRY AND SPALDING COUNTIES, GA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") hereby submits the following notice of 

exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and 

Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights), to abandon approximately 4.92 miles of rail 

line (hereinafter, the "Line") located in Henry and Spalding Counties, GA. The Line extends 

from milepost 4.80 M (south of Meredith Park Drive near the Line's crossing of Indian Creek in 

McDonough, GA) to milepost 9.72 M (just to the east of Trestle Road in Locust Grove, GA). In 

accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), NSR provides the 

following information in support of its abandonment notice: 

Certification; 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50rb) 

NSR certifies that the Line satisfies the criteria for abandonment under the exemption 

provisions at 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F. See Certification of R. A. Bartle, General Manager 

Western Region of Norfolk Southern Railway Company, attached hereto as Exhibit A. During 

the past two years, there has been no local common carrier service provided over the Line nor 

have there been any requests for common carrier service during that period. 



Proposed Consummation Date; 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(d)(2) 

The abandonment will be consiunmated on or after February 7,2012 (50 days after filing 

the notice of exemption). 

Additional Information Required; 49 C.F.R. SS 1152.22fa)(n-f4). r7W8) and (e)(4) 

Exact name of applicant (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)(n): 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(2)): 

NSR is a Class I common carrier by railroad subject to the Board's jurisdiction imder 

49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV. 

Relief sought (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)f3)): 

NSR hereby invokes the Board's two-year-out-of-service class exemption procedures to 

abandon approximately 4.92 miles of rail line (hereinafter, the "Line") located in Henry and 

Spalding Counties, GA. The Line extends from milepost 4.80 M (south of Meredith Park Drive 

near the Line's crossing of Indian Creek in McDonough, GA) to milepost 9.72 M (just to the east 

of Trestle Road in Locust Grove, GA). 

Map (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)(4)): 

A detailed map showing the location of the Line is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

Applicant's representative (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)(7)): 

NSR's representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment should be 

sent as follows: 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202) 663-7824 
Fax: (202) 663-7849 



USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)(8)): 

The Line lies within the following U.S. Postal Service ZIP Codes territories: 30223, 

30228,30248, and 30253. 

Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(e)(4)): 

NSR does not hold fee title to most, if not all, of the subject right of way underlying the 

line proposed for abandonment. Therefore, NSR will not have a contiguous corridor available 

for public use. NSR has no opinion about whether any of the right-of-way would be suited for 

other public purposes, but reiterates that most, if not all, of the subject right-of-way is by way of 

easement. Much of the land surroimding the Line used for residential purposes, particularly on 

the southern end of the Line, and so NSR believes that the subject right-of-way would be best 

suited for such use as well. The Line does not contain federally-granted right-of-way. As 

appropriate, NSR is willing promptly to make available any information in its possession to 

anyone so requesting it. 

Labor Protection 

Since the line to be abandoned has been out of service for over two years, NSR believes 

no employees will be adversely affected by exercise of abandormient authority. However, as a 

condition to exercise of the authority permitted in this matter, NSR will accept the imposition of 

standard labor protective conditions as set forth in Oregon Short Line R. Co - Abandonment -

Goshen. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

Certifications 

Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Service and Publication certifying that 

NSR has complied with the notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth at 49 C.F.R. 

§ 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12, respectively. Attached as Exhibit D is a certification 



of compliance with the advance notice requirements for Environmental and Historic Reports as 

set forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11. 

Environmental and Historic Report 

As is reflected in its certification of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 

1105.11 (Exhibit D), NSR has prepared a consolidated Envirotmiental and Historic Report 

("E&HR") conforming to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. A copy of that 

E&HR was previously served upon the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis, but is also 

attached hereto as Attachment 1 to Exhibit D (NSR's section 1105.11 certification). 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

December 19,2011 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202) 663-7824 
Fax: (202) 663-7849 

Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
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EXEMPTION NOTICE 

VERIFICATION 



VERIFICATION 

I, John H. Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR"), 
hereby verify tmder penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge the foregoing 
abandonment notice of exemption is true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified and 
authorized to make such verification on behalf of NSR in cormection with this proceeding before 
the Surface Transportation Board. 

Executed this 9th day of December, 2011. 

Jybhn H. Friedmann 
Vice President 
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CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA: 

ss: 

CITY OF ATLANTA: 

R. A. Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western 

Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that the line between mllepost 4.8 M 

and milepost 9.72 M in McDonough, Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia over which 

service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction; that no local 

traffic has moved over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved 

over the line for at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be 

rerouted over other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on 

the line or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding 

cessation of service over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation 

Board or any U. S. District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within 

the two-year period. 

/Z^ i^ ^ { u t ^ 
R. A. Bartle 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this Aer^ day of OCnohejCZ. . 2011. 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: 
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Certificate of Service 

49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(d)(1) - Notice 

I certify that on November 14,2011, in accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 

1152.50(d)(1), I caused the followdng parties to be served with the written notice of intent of 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company to use the Board's notice of exemption procedures to 

abandon approximately 4.92 miles of rail line located in McDonough, Henry, and Spalding 

Counties, GA: 

Stan Wise, PSC Chairman 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30334-9052 

Georgia Planning Research and Evaluation Division 
270 Washington Street, SW, 8* floor 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
One Georgia Center 
600 West Peachtree NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 

David Dorfman 
SDDC TEA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Dr., Bldg. 1990 
Scott AFB,IL 62225 

Charlie Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers & Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington, D.C. 20005 



Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief 
Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Biulding 
201 14* Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

December 19,2011 r? ̂ . 7/l^L^L 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company 



Certificate of Publication 

49 C.F.R. 1105.12 - Newspaper Notice 

I certify that a "Notice of Intent to Abandon" was published in the form prescribed by the 

Board for a Notice of Exemption (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12). The notice was published one time each 

in the Heru-y Daily Herald (November 25,2011), and the Griffin Daily News (November 18, 

2011), newspapers of general circulation, respectively, in Henry and Spalding Counties, GA. 

December 19, 2011 f\ ^ ' ^ ^ / ^CWXLLA/— 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company 



Copy of Advertisement 

NOTICE OF INTENTTO 
ABANDON RAIL SBWICE 
STBDocligtNo.AB-2gO-
(SulhNo. 331)0 
NoifolK Southern Railway Company ('NSR ) 

I gives notice ttiat on or alraut Novemtier 2B, 
12011, it intends to file witli the Surface Trans-
' portation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a No-. 
itlce of Exemption pursuant to 49 CFR Pan 
11152 Subpart F - Exempt.Abandonments, per-
imitting NSR to atiandon approximately 4 72 
miles of'rail line (hereinafter, the 'Line') lo-

'cated in Henry and Spalding Counties, GA. 
.The Lme.extends from milepost 4 8 M (south 
'of ti^eredilh Park Drive near the Line's crossing 
(of Indian Creek in McDonough,.GA) to mile-
I post 9 72 M bust to the east of Trestle Road in 
'Locu'st Grove, GA)' The Line traverses United 
{States Podtal Zip Code'territories 30223, 
'30228, 30248, and 30253 The proceeding 
twill be docketed as STB'Docket'No AB-2go 
|(Sub-No.331X) • *. • • ' , • • 
The proposed action entails the atiandonmenl 
of, and discontinuance of rail service over, the 

kine The Board's .Office'of'Environmental 
JAnaiysiK (OEA) generally will prepare an Envi-
'ronmental •As'sessihent- (EA), which normally 
Iwill be available 25 'days after'the .filing'Of the 
abandonment notice of exemption. Comments 
*on environmental 'arid energy matters should 
be filed no later than 15 days after the EA be
comes available to the public. Such comments 
'will be addressed in a Board decision Inter-
'ested persons may obtam a copy of'the EA or 
make inquiries regarding environmental mat-. 
iers by writing .to OEA, Surface Transportation 
.Board. 395 .E Street, SW, W^ lng ton . D C 
120423, or by .calling that office at (202) 
,245-0295. ' ". • • • -
jAppropriate offers of-financial assistance .to 
conhnue rail service can be filed with Ihe 

•Board Requests for environmental conditions, 
pubic use conditions, or. rail banking/trails use 
also can be filed with the Board An onginal 
and'10 copies of any pleading that raises mat
ters other than environmental! issues (such as , 
trails public'use, and.offers of financial assis-
'iance) must be hied directly with the Board's; 
'Section of Administrahon, Office of Proceed-
'ings, 395 E Street, SW., Washington, DC 
120423 [See 49 CFR. §§ 11041(a) and 
'11043(a)], and one copy must, be seived on 
applicants' representative [See 49 CFR § 
'110412(a)] Queshons regarding offers of f i -
inancial assistance, public use or trails use may 
be directed to the Board's Office of Public As-
'sistance. Governmental Affairs, and Compll-
lance at 202-245-0230 Copies of any com-
iments or requests for specriic Board action 
fshouid be served on the applicant's represen-
itative- Robert A Wimbish, BAKER & MILLER 
,PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW., Suite 
1300, Washington, ' DC 20037, phone: 
1202-663-7823, fax 202-663-7849 
;NOV-25,2011-44359 . . 

State of Georgia 
County of Henry 

Personally appeared before the undersigned, 
Linda Brooks, who after being first duly sworn 
states that she is the legal clerk for the Daily 
Herald, official legal organ of HENRY 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, and that upon her own 
personal knowledge she knows that the 
advertisement, a true copy of which is hereto 
annexed, was published in said newspaper of 
general circulation on the following dates: 

•7?^/i. ^ ; y ) / / 

/ Affiant 

\-s. 

.^t»""»»»#*^wom 

\^OM^, 

to and subscribed before me this 

fe^^ay of Iflm^ ĈUL 

NotayPublfcPikBC3oun^,Geotth * 
My Comnussion Expires .hdy//i^Jyf 



AFFP 
11 -1624LNOTICE OF INTENT TO AB 

Affidavit of Publication 

STATE OF GEORGIA } go 
COUNTY OF SPALDING } 

David Clevenger, being duly sworn, says: 

That he is the Publisher of the The Griffin Daily News, a 
daily newspaper of general circulation, printed and 
published in Griffin, Spalding County, Georgia; that the 
publication, a copy of which is attached hereto, was 
published in the said newspaper on the following dates: 

November 18, 2011 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated 
on those dates. 
SIGNED: 

is 18th day of November Subscribed tl 
2011. 

11-1624L 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X) 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") gives notice that on or atx>ut November 
28,2011, it Intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 
20423, a Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R Part 1152 Subpart F - Exempt 
Abandonments, permitting NSR to abandon approximately 4.72 miles of rail line 
(hereinafter, the "Line") located In Henry and Spalding Counties, GA. The Line 
extends from mllepost 4.8 M (south of Meredith Park Drive near the Line's crossing 
of Indian Creek in McDonough, GA) to mllepost 9.72 M Qust to the east of Trestle 
Road In Locust Grove, GA). The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code 
territories 30223,30228,30248, and 30253. The proceeding will be docketed as 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X). 
The proposed action entails the abandonment of, and discontinuance of rail service 
over, the Line. The Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) generally will 
prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA), which normally will be available 25 
days after the filing of the abandonment notice of exemption. Comments on 
environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 days after the EA 
becomes available to the public. Such comments will be addressed .In a Board 
decision. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make Inquiries 
regarding environmental matters by writing to OEA, Surface Transportation Board, 
395 E Street, SW, Washington, D C. 20423, or by calling that office at (202) 245-
0295. 
Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the 
Board.' Requests for environmental conditions, pubic use conditions, or rail 
banking/trails use also can be filed with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any 
pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues (such as trails public 
use, and offers of financial assistance) must be filed directly with the Board's Section 
of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423 
[See 49 CFR. §§ 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)], and one copy must be served on 
applicants' representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of 
financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of 
Public Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-0230. Copies 
of any comments or requests for specific Board action should be served on the 
applicant's representative: Robert A. Wimbish, BAKER & MILLER PLLC, 2401 
Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20037; phone: 202-663-7823; 
fax 202-663-7849. 
November 18, 2011 

tot: ooDk-
NOTARY PUBLIC, SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA 

40070215 40075017 

BAKER & MILLER PLLC . 
2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVE N.W STE 300 
DC, WA 20037' 
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Environmental and Historic Report 
Certificate of Service 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the 
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in 
Docl(et No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X) was mailed via first class mail on November 3, 2011, to the 
following parties: 

Ms. Elizabeth Mathis, Chairman 
Henry County Board of Commissioners 
140 Henry Parkway 
McDonough, GA 30253 

Mr. William P. Wilson, Jr 
County Manager 
Spalding County Govemment 
P.O. Box 1087 
Griffin, GA 30223 

Georgia Planning Research and 
Evaluation Division 
8* Floor, 270 Washington Street,S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Edward B. Johnson, Jr. 
Savannah District 
1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200 
Man-ow, Georgia 30260-1777 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Robin Goodloe 
Georgia Ecological Services 
105 West Park Dr. Suite D 
Athens, GA 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Sandy Abbott 
West Georgia Ecological Service Sub Office 
P.O. Box 52560 
Ft. Benning, GA 31995-2560 

USDA-NRCS 
James E. Tillman, Sr. 
Stop Number 200 
355 East Hancock Avenue 
Athens, GA 30601 

US EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Ga. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Kevin Farrell 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E. 
Suite 1252, East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Ga. Department of Natural Resources Coastal 
Resources Division 
Kelie Moore 
One Conservation Way 
Suite #300 
Brunswick, GA 31520 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

National Park Sen/ice 
Charlie Stockman 
Rivers and Trail Sen/ice Program 
1201 Eye St. NW, gth Floor 
Washington, D.C 

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Services Division 
Room 9292, NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
One Georgia Center 
600 West Peachtree NW 
.Atlanta, GA 30308 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Historic Preservation Division 
254 Washington Street, SW 
Ground Level 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
November 3, 2011 



Norfolk Southern Corporation Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Three Commercial Place n ^ 2 t S ^ '''^"™"° 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 (757) 533.4884 FAX 

November 4,2011 

RE: STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 33IX), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Heniy and Spalding Counties, Georgia 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please refer to my letter of November 3,2011 distributing the combined Environmental 
and Historic report ("E&HR") in the above-captioned proceeding. 

Enclosed for your records is a copy of the revised Certificate of Service for the E&HR. 

If you have any questions concerning this proposed abandonment and/or the attached 
E&HR, please contact Kearston Comegys at (757) 629-2803. 

Sincerely, 

Operating Subsidiary: Norfolk Southern Railway Company 



ATTACHMENT 1 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Strategic Planning Department 
Norfolk Southern Corporation Three Commercial Place 
Three Commercial Place Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 (757) 629-2679 

November 3, 2011 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in IHenry and Spalding Counties, Georgia 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Norfolk Soutliern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Milepost 4.8 M and 
Milepost 9.72 M, a distance of 4.92 miles, located in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia. 

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the 
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track 
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the 
various agencies receiving it. 

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any 
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them. 
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be 
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). 

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the 
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the 
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to: 

Surface Transportation Board, 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations 
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your written comments 
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the 
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must 
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston Comegys by 
email at Kearston.Comeavs@nscorp.com. or by mail to: 

Kearston Comegys 
Coordinator-Abandonments 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Strategic Planning Department 

Operating Subsidiary: Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

mailto:Kearston.Comeavs@nscorp.com


Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Sincerely, 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
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STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X) 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 

BETWEEN MILEPOST 4.8M and MILEPOST 9.72M 
IN HENRY and SPALDING COUNTIES, GEORGIA 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) submits this Combined Environmental 

and Historic Report ("EHR") pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C.F.R. § 

1105.8(d), respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 4.72 miles of rail line between 

railroad mileposts 4.8 M and 9.72 M in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia. 



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. 

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other stuctures that may be Involved, and any 
possible changes In current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings cleariy delineating the project. 

RESPONSE: Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to 

abandon 4.72 miles of rail line between railroad milepost 4.8M and railroad milepost 

9.72M in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia. The line has been out of service for 

many years. The track between milepost 8.25M and the end of the line at 9.72M has 

been removed, and, accordingly, no salvage activity will take place along this portion of 

the line. 

Following abandonment, the rail and track materials remaining on this line 

segment will be salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track 

structure from the existing roadbed. The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as 

is and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structure is 

removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be 

removed. No digging or burying of any kind is permitted. All track material is removed 

and steel is either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be reused in other railroad 

operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and 

regulations. 



The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in 

place. This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would incur opportunity and other 

holding costs that would need to be covered by other customers were this line segment 

to be retained. 

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix 

A. The railroad's letter to federal, state and local government agencies are attached as 

Appendix B. Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of 

consultations can be found in Appendix C. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system. 

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to 
other transportation systems ot modes as a result of the proposed action. 

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation 

systems and patterns are expected to be negligible. There is no rail freight or 

passenger traffic remaining on the line segment proposed for abandonment. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use. 

(I) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review 
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 
proposed action Is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any 
Inconsistencies. 

RESPONSE: An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the 

City of McDonough and the Spalding and Henry Counties Commissioners. These 

agencies were also asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed 

abandonment with existing land use plans. A copy of the responses from the Henry 



County Department of Planning and Zoning and the Spalding County Community 

Development Department are attached in Appendix C. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of 
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from The United States Department of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. A copy of their response 

indicating an absence of prime farmland in the project area is attached in Appendix C. 

(Ill) ffthe action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, Include the 
<x)astal zone Information required by Sec. 1105.9. 

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources, Coastal Resources Division. A copy of their response indicating that the 

project is not likely to have impacts on coastal counties is attached in Appendix C. 

(Iv) If the proposed action Is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way Is 
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why. 

RESPONSE: NSR does not hold fee title to the entire right of way underlying 

the line proposed for abandonment. For this reason, NSR does not have a contiguous 

corridor available for public use, but NSR may be willing to negotiate with interested 

parties for alternative public use to the extent that it may be appropriate to do so. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy. 

(I) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources. 

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be 

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line, 

and the line did not carry any energy resources when it was last in operation. 



(II) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be 

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line, 

and the line did not carry such commodities when it was last in operation. 

(III) State whether the proposed action will result In an Increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why. 

RESPONSE: The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in 

overall energy efficiency as no freight or passenger traffic has moved over the line in 

over two years. 

(Iv) ffthe proposed action will cause diversions firom rail to motor carriage of more than: 
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 
(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change In energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

RESPONSE: No traffic will be diverted from rail to motor carriage as a result of 

the proposed action. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air. 

(I) ff the proposed action will result In either: 
(A) An Increase In rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured In gross ton miles 
annually) or an Increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected 
by the proposal, or 
(B) An Increase In rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average dally 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect 
on air emissions. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 



(il) ff the proposed action affects a class I or nonattalnment area under the Clean Air 
Act, and will result In either: 
(A) An Increase In rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured In gross ton miles 
annually) or an Increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line, 
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), 
or 
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average dally 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation 
Plan. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. Henry and Spalding 

Counties in Georgia are in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard 

(NAAQS) pollutants according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, with the 

exception of 1-hr. ozone, 8-hr. ozone and particulate matter. 

(Hi) ff transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®) 
is contemplated, Identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety 
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials 
in the event of a collision or derailment. 

RESPONSE: Not applicable. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise. 

ffany of the thresholds identified in Item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state 
whether the proposed action will cause: 
(i) An Incremental Increase In noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or 
(11) An Increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. 
ffso, Identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, 
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety. 

(I) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including 



vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the captioned rail line will have no significant 

effect upon public health or safety. 

(ii) ff hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and 
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if 
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (Including any 
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, 
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and 
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. 

RESPONSE: Not applicable. 

(iii) ff there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been 
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way. Identify the location of those sites 
and the types of hazardous materials Involved. 

RESPONSE: The railroad has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites 

where there have been known hazardous material spills on the right of way or in 

adjacent areas. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources. 

(I) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the 
proposed action Is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a critical habitat, and If so, describe the effects. 

RESPONSE: NSR does not believe that any federally listed endangered species 

or their habitats will be adversely affected by the abandonment. A consultation was 

requested from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to 

surrounding habitats and species. The responses indicated no concerns for listed 

species in either county and are attached in Appendix C. 



(II) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will 
be affected, and describe any effects. 

RESPONSE: Based on the site investigation, the line segment proposed for 

abandonment does not pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or 

wildlife sanctuaries. No adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries. National Parks or 

Forests, or State Parks or Forests are anticipated. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water. 

(!) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed 
action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

RESPONSE: NSR does not intend to remove or alter the contour of the roadbed 

underlying the rail line to be abandoned. Since there are no plans to undertake in-stream 

work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the proposed abandonment, 

water quality impacts are not expected in connection with the proposed action. Consultation 

was requested from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and from the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

concun'ed that our proposed action was consistent with Georgia water quality standards and 

stated that no NPDES pemnit was required for the proposed action. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 
affected. Describe the effects. 

RESPONSE: The geometry of the roadbed will not be altered and no in-stream 



work is contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent 

wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment. Consequently, 

the railroad does not believe a Section 404 permit will be required in connection with the 

proposed abandonment. Consultation was requested form the US Army Corps of 

Engineers which confirmed, in a response attached in Appendix C, that no Section 404 

permit will be required 

(HI) State whether pemnits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) 
are required for the proposed action. 

RESPONSE: There are no intentions to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the 

line to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials. 

There should be no significant effects to water quality or the need to acquire a Section 402 

permit under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act; however, consultation was requested 

from the Environmental Protection Agency and from the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation. 

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
indicating why the proposed mitigation Is appropriate. 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expected to produce 

adverse environmental impacts. Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as 

removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances. The railroad will undertake all 

reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does 



not produce adverse environmental impacts. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon 4.92 miles of 

rail line between railroad milepost 4.8M and railroad milepost 9.72M in Henry and 

Spalding Counties, Georgia. The track between milepost 8.25M and the end of the line 

at 9.72M has been removed, and, accordingly, no salvage activity will take place along 

this portion of the line. 

Following abandonment the line segment will be salvaged. Salvage operations 

will consist of removing the remaining rail and track materials from the existing roadbed. 

The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage systems will 

remain intact. When the track structure is removed, the contractor will smooth the 

roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be removed. No digging or burying of any kind 

is permitted. All track material is removed and steel is either reused or sold as scrap. 

Crossties may be reused in other railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with 

applicable federal and state laws and regulations. 

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in 

place. This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would incur opportunity and other 

holding costs that would need to be covered by other customers were this line segment 

to be retained. 

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached in Appendix 

A. 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map ~ Maps were furnished to the Georgia Historic 

Preservation Division, Bureau for Historic Preservation. 

(2) Written Description of Right of Wav ~ The right-of-way width is 100 feet on 

each side of the main track eenterline. The line passes through suburban residential 

areas. Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB) policy, the railroad right-of-way 

will constitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking. 

(3) Photographs - Photographs are attached of the sole structure on the line, a 

143.55 ft. long, pile trestle with a timber bent-driven deck located at milepost 4.90M, 

which crosses Indian Creek. 

(4) Date of Construction of Structures - The sole structure on the line segment 

proposed for abandonment is a bridge built in 1943. No changes have been made to the 

bridge other than periodic normal maintenance to replace worn components. 

(5) Historv of Operations and Changes Contemplated - The line of railroad that is 

the subject of the related notice to the STB is a 4.92 mile segment of rail line between 

Mileposts 4.8 M and 9.72 M near McDonough, in Henry and Spalding Counties, 

Georgia. 

The rail line segment to be abandoned is part of a line of railroad originally 

constructed in 1886 and 1887 by the Georgia Midland and Gulf Railroad Company 

(GM&G). The GM&G constructed 99.452 miles of line between Columbus, GA and 

McDonough, GA 



In 1890 the GM&G leased the Columbus Southern Railway (Columbus to 

Albany), but was forced to cancel the lease the following year due to financial issues. 

Consequently, the GM&G entered bankruptcy in 1895. 

The Georgia Midland Railway Company was formally organized and title to The 

Georgia Midland and Gulf Railroad Company was incorporated in Georgia on March 27, 

1896 under the General Law of Georgia, approved December 17,1892, and amended 

December 15 1894 for the purpose of owning, maintaining, and operating the property 

rights and franchises formally owned by The Georgia Midland and Gulf Railroad 

Company. 

On April 22,1896, the Georgia Midland Railway Company leased the terminal 

facilities of the Georgia Midland Terminal at Griffin, GA and Columbus, GA at an annual 

rental of $2,500. Shortly after they leased the terminal facilities Georgia Midland 

Railway Company was leased on June 18,1896, to Southern Railway Company for 99 

years and 3 months (expiring October 2,1995) at a rental equivalent to 3% per annum 

on $1,650,000 First Mortgage Bonds. 

Southern Railway Company was incorporated in 1894. Norfolk Southern 

Corporation acquired control of Southern Railway Company along with Norfolk and 

Western in June 1,1982. In December 1990, Southern Railway Company changed its 

name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Norfolk and Western Railway 

Company became a wholly owned subsidiary of Norfolk Southern Railway Company. 

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for 

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - While plans may be 



available for the structure on the line, it is most likely that any such plans are standard 

plans used for the construction of similar structures on the dates of construction. 

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic 

Places - NSR believes that neither the structure on the line nor the line itself meet the 

criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. There is only one structure 

along the line that is 50 years old or older - a bridge that is short in length and of 

ordinary design and construction. NSR believes that there is nothing distinguishing this 

bridge from others in the region or on the NSR system generally. In addition, NSR has 

no reason to believe that there are archaeological resources or historic properties on or 

immediately adjacent to the line. 

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recovery 

The railroad is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or environmental 

conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover, abandonment of the 

line and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any potential archaeological 

resources. The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially disturbed in the construction 

of the railroad line by grading and filling. Abandonment and salvage of the line will not 

result in activities below the surface, or below the level of initial disturbance. 

(9) FOIIOW-UP Information - Additional information will be provided as appropriate. 
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RECIPIENT LIST 

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment of the segment of rail line between MP 4.8M and MP 
9.72M, a distance of 4.92 miles, located in Henry County, Georgia. 

Ms. Elizabeth Mathis, Chairman 
Henry County Board of Commissioners 
140 Henry Parkway 
McDonough, GA 30253 

Mr. William P. Wilson, Jr 
County Manager 
Spalding County Government 
P.O. Box 1087 
Griffln, GA 30223 

Georgia Planning Research and 
Evaluation Division 
8'" Floor, 270 Washington Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Edward B. Johnson, Jr. 
Savannah District 
1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200 
Marrow, Georgia 30260-1777 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Robin Goodloe 
Georgia Ecological Sen/ices 
105 West Park Dr. Suite D 
Athens, GA 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Sandy Abbott 
West Georgia Ecological Service Sub Office 
P.O. Box 52560 
Ft. Benning, GA 31995-2560 

USDA-NRCS 
James E. Tillman, Sr. 
Stop Number 200 
355 East Hancock Avenue 
Athens, GA 30601 

US EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Ga. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Kevin Farrell 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E. 
Suite 1252, East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Ga. Department of Natural Resources Coastal 
Resources Division 
Kelie Moore 
One Consen/ation Way 
Suite #300 
Brunswick, GA 31520 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

National Park Sen/ice 
Charlie Stockman 
Rivers and Trail Sen/ice Program 
1201 Eye St. NW, 9th Floor 
Washington, D.C 

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Services Division 
Room 9292, NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
One Georgia Center 
600 West Peachtree NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 



strategic Planning Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 

(757) 629-2679 

November 3, 2011 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Milepost 4.8 M and 
Milepost 9.72 M, a distance of 4.92 miles, located in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia. 

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the 
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track 
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the 
various agencies receiving it. 

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any 
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them. 
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be 
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). 

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the 
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the 
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to: 

Surface Transportation Board, 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations 
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your written comments 
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the 
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must 



receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston Comegys by 
email at Kearston.Comeavs@nscoro.com. or by mail to: 

Kearston Comegys 
Coordinator-Abandonments 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Strategic Planning Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Sincerely, 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

mailto:Kearston.Comeavs@nscoro.com
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Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
2 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive, Suite 1152 East Floyd Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Mark Williams, Commissioner 
F. Allen Barnes, Director 

Environmental Protection Division 
(404)656-4713 

October 7,2011 

Ms. Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments 
Strategic Planning - 12* Floor 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
3 Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

RE; Docket No AB-290, Norfolk Southern Railway Co.-Abandonment-Henry & Spalding Co. 

Dear Ms. Comegys, 

This per a September 12, 2011 letter from Marcellus Kirchner to Allen Barnes (GA EPD 
Director) requesting comment on this proposed rail line abandonment project. 

At this time, EPD does concur that the proposed action is consistent with Georgia's water quality 
standards and also concurs that an NPDES perniit (CWA / Section 402) in not required for the 
proposed action. 

Sincerely, 

z <B 
Kevin Fairell 
Assistant Branch Chief 
Watershed Protection Branch 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH DISTRICT.^CGRPS OF ENGINEERS 

1590 ADAMSON PARKWAY/SUfTE 200 
MORROW, GE0RiGIA'3628br1777 

tmrvfto 

ATiENTioN OF: September 14,-2011 

Regulatory Division 
SAS-2011-00828 

Ms. Kearston Comegys 
Norfolk Southern Coiiporatibn 
3CommeicialPlace 
Strategic Planniag - 1 2 * Floor 
Norfolk, Virgiiiia 23S10 

Dear Ms; Comegys: 

I refer to a r^ues t dated August 4,2011, concenung'the abandonment of 4.92 nules of rail 
line between Milepost 4.80M and Milepost'P.T^, in txxsust Grove, Heniy and Spalding 
counties, Georgia (latitude 33.4533, loii^tude -84.1354). This project has been assigned number 
SAS-2011-00828 and it is inq)ortant.that you refer t o ^ number in all commumcation 
conceaming this matter. 

We have completed a Jurisdictional'Determiiiation:(JD) for the site pursuant to the 
June 5,2007, "US Aimy Corps of Engineers (USACJ^ JD Form Instructional Guidebook." I 
have enclosed an "Approved JD Form," which detailshow the USAGE determined jurisdiction 

.and a.^JDCheck Sheets" which sammmizes the JD,.deIineation iAeiification;and appeals^process. 

After reviewingall information made available to us, it spears that-no fill woiild'be placed in 
any jurisdictional waters of theUS. Therefore, I have 'determined that no Department,of the 
Anny Pennit willbe required for theproposed bridge under Section 404 of the Gean Water Act. 

TMs communication does notcohvey.any property ri^ts, either-in real estate or material, or 
any exclusive privileges. It dpes'not autiiorize any injii^ to property or invasion of rights, or'any 
infiingement of federal,.state, local Jaws-or regulations. It does not olmate the requirement to 
obtain state orlpcal assent required by law for the activity described herein. It does not-affect 
your liability for damages.that may be caused by the work, nor does it authorize-any intefrference 
with any existing or proposed fedei^ project If this information you have submitted, and on 
which tiieUS Army Corps of Engineers, has :based'its deteiminatibn is later foimd'tp be in error, 
tbis-decision may be revoked. 

.Revisions to your proposal may invalidate this determination. Should your plans change, or 
you encounter wetiand areas during yqur,constructiQn,-please contact this office-so diat we may 
detennine~<if Depaftmeiit of the'Anhy Authorizatiohis-re'quired. 



Thank you in advance,^'Compl^tii^ our Customer Survey Fomi. This can be accdmpli^ed 
by visiting our web siteatt'httD://per2-.nwp.usiace'armv:mil/survev.html and cdmpletibg-fhe survey 
on-line': We value' youf'bbinmente and ap^:eciaie''yot]r taking the time to. complete a-survey each 
time you interact witii our office: If you haveany: questions, please call Ms. Qiikita' M. Sanders, 
Regulatory Spiecialist, PiedinontBimch at-678-^22-6570. 

Siiicerely, 

. « & ^ ^ * ^ v » ~ i 

Edward B. Johnson, Jr. 
Chief, Piedmont Branch 

.Enclosures 



DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH orSTRICf, US ARMY- CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1590 ADAMSON PARKWAY; SUITE 200 
MORROW. GEORGIA 30260-1777 

REPLY TO 

ATTBinONOF: 

JURISDICTiONDEIilNEATION CHECK SHEET 
USAGE FILE NUMBER: SAS-20,11-00828 

DATE: September 14.201 i 

A. SECTION4-PR£UMmAR¥JUIlliSDICIIONALDETi;RMINAI^^ 

1. JUIUSDICnONALD£TEiRAaNATi6N(jb); A'preliminary JD" form was 
completed for the site in accordance with the March 4,2009, Fiiblic Notice entitled, 
"Characterization of Jurisdictidnal.Determinationsi Purpose, Application and Documentation 
Requirements as Defined by the Savannah District, US Army Cprps of Engineers.*' The form 
details whether'streams, wetlands and/or other waters present .on the site may be subject to tiie 
jurisdiction of the US;Army Coipsof Engineers (USAGE), b summary, the USAGE has 
determined the following withregard to.'waters present.oii the site: 

There may be navigable waters of the United States (US) within Rivers and Harbors Act 
(RHA) jurisdiction present. 

There niay be watersof the US within Glean Water Act (CWA) jiorisdiction present 

2. DELINEATION VERmCATldN. Witii regard to tiielocation and extent of potentially 
jur&dictional areas preisent on the' site, the USAGE has made the following determinations: 

Wetiands were delineated in accordance^with.criteria contained in the 1987 "Corps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual "--as amendedby the most recent-regional siipplements to 
the manual. 

Drawings submitted with~a pie-Constnictioii Notification (or other application) depict the 
approximate location/boimdaries of all pptentiaUyJurisdictional waterson the ̂ j e c t site. llLe 
USAGE has verified the accuracyof the-depicted boundaries of potentially jurisdictionalwaters 
in only the immediate vicinity of waters t̂o be impacted; A complete jurisdictibnal's'delineation 
request, including a jurijsdictional waters'survey, would'be.required in order fon'die USAGEto 
consider final yerification of all other jurisdictional boundaries on the project site. 

The drawing entided " ," dated is an acceptable sketch of the 
approximate location/boundaries of all the poteiitially jurii^dictional waters iii the project area, 
lliis sketch can be used for initial rieal estate planning; projects witii temporary impacts to 
waters;-projects involving minor amounts of fill in waters; or work only subject'to our 
jurisdiction pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivets and Harbors Actof 1899. A complete 
jurisdictional delineation request including a jurisdictional waters survey, wouId:be~required in 
order for the USAGE to coiisider final verification of all other jurisdictional boundaries on the 
project site. 



3. APPEALS OF PRELIMINARY JUIUSDICTIONAL DElllRMINATIONS: The 
preliminary JD is a "iion-binding" written indication that there may be waters of the US on a 
parcel. Fieliniinary JDs are'advisoiy in'iiature and may^not be appealed (See 33 CFR 331.2)." 
If you- are not in agreement with'llus;preliminary JD, tfaenyou may requestan approved 
jurisdictional determination for^yourprojectsite or review area. 

B. SECTION - EXPANDED PR£IJDV£D<fARY JURISDIC'nONAL DETERMfNATIONS: 

1. JUKESDICn6NALDETERMJNATION(JD): An "oqpanded prelimmaiy JD" form 
was'completed for thcsite, m accordjaMev^tii the Mardi 4,2009, Public Notice entided; 
"Characterizatioii of Jiirisdictipnal Ddencimtidons: Purpose^ Application arid Docinnentation 
Requirements as'.befined-by ±e'SavaiJUDiah l 3 i ^ Thefoiin 
details ix îetiher streams, we^aiuls and/orpther waters presmt on the -site-may be subject to the 
jurisdiction of the USAGE. In summary, tiie USAGE has determined tiie foUowing with regard 
to waters present on the site: 

There maybe navigable watersof the United Staies (US) within Rivers and Harbors Act 
(RHA) jurisdiction present 

There may be waters of tiie US within Glean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction present.. 

2. DELINEATION VERIFICA'TIPN^ Widi regard to tiie location and.extent.of potentially 
jurisdictional afieas present oh ihe site, the USAGE has made tiie following detenninations: 

Wetiands were delineated in'̂ accordance with criteria^contained in the 1987. ''Corps of 
En^eers WedandDeliiieation IVIahual," as amended!^ the'most recent regional-siq[>plements to 
the manual. 

the Global Positioning System (GPS) delineation entitied' 
dated ,.is an accufatedelineatidn of fhe location/boundaries of all the potentially 
jurisdictional waters on the site. 'If ypu'have not abeady.dbne so, I recommend that you place a 
statement on tiiis delineation to die effect.tiiat, "WETLANDS AND OTHER WATERS 
SHOWN ON THIS DRAWING A R I ^ P O T E N T I A L L Y UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AS SHOWN IN USAGE FILE NUMBER SAS-
2011^0828. OWNERS MAY BE^UBJECT TO PEN:^TY BY LAW FOR 
DISTURBANCE TO THESE-WATERS WITHOUT PROPER AUTHORIZATION." This 
delineation will remain T^id for a period of 5 years unless new information warrants revision 
prior to'that date. 

The survey entitied " ", dated , and.signed by 
Registered Land'Surveyor . iŝ an accurate delineation of the 
location/boundaries of-ali thepotentially jurisdictional waters on the site. If you have not already 
done so,.I recommend that you place a statement on'the'-final surveyed property plat to die effect 



tiiat "WETLANDS A N D OTHER WATEJRS SHOWN ON THIS DRAWING ARE 
POTENTIALLY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE US ARMY CORPS OF 
ENGINEEIJS AS SHOWN IN USACEl i tE NUMBER SAS-2011-00828; 
OWNEiRS MAY BE SUBJECT TO PENALTY BY-LAW FOR DISTURBANCE TO 
THESE WATERS WITHOUT PROPER AUTHORIZATION." ITus delineation will 
remain valid for a period of 5-years-unless i^^inforniatioii'warrants revision prior to that date. 

3. APPEAl^ O F PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATIONS: The 
expanded'preliminary JD is a "iion-bnidung"writteh indication that thete-may be watersof the 
US on a parcel.. Expanded Prelinmiaiy'JDs are'ad\isoiy in nature and may not be appealed (See 
33 CFR. 331.2)1" If you are not m agreement vyifh.tiiiSjexpanded Preliminary JD, then you may 
request an approved jurisdictional'detmnination for your project site or review area. 

C. SECnON 3-APPROVED DETERMINATlipNS: Asdefined in Regulatory Guidance 
Letter 08-02, an approved'JDis an ofiScial Savannah District determination that jurisdictional 
" w a t ^ of the United States" or "navigable.waters of the United States," or both, are either 
present or absent on aparticular site. An qiproved JD iprpcisely identifies the liniits of those 
waters' on the project site determiiied tO'be jurisdictional under the Glean Water Act (CWA) 
and/or the Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA).. 

1. JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATiON(jP). An ̂ approved JD" form was convicted 
for the site pursuaiit to the JuneS, 2007^ "US Amy Corps,pf Engineers (USAGE)'JDFann 
Instructional Gkiidebook." The form details whetiier streamSj wetiands and/or other''waters 
present on the site are subject to the jurisdiction of the,USACE. La summary, the USAGE has 
determined the. following with regard to waters-present-on the site: 

There are navigable waters, of tiie (US) within (RHA) jurisdiction present. 

There are waters-of the US wifliin.(CWA). jurisdiction present 

There are. non-jurisdictidnal-waters of the US located in the project area. 

X There arejno jurisdictional waters of tiie' US located in the project area. 

2. APPROVED DETERMINATiON - ISOLATED, NON-JURISDICTIONAL 
WATERS. If Appendix E of tiie ̂ ;Ia^ch•4, î ,09,-iBia)lic Notice entitied, "Characterization of 
Jurisdictional Determinations: Purpose, Application and Documentation Requirements as 
Defined b:̂ t̂he, Savannah District US Army Gorps.'ofEngineers" was submitted, you have 
requested tiiat tiie USAGE verify the presrace of isolated; non-jurisdictional waters located at the 
projecfsite or within the review area. The completed Appeiidix-E form is available at 
https://sasweb.saS:Usace.armv.mil/JD/. under itiie above-listed file number. You may.alsorequest 
that a printed copy of the fcirm be mailed^tp you. This.'isblafed, non-jurisdictional detenninatibn 
will remainvalidrfor a period of 5-years unless new infonnation warrants revision prior to that 

3-. 

https://sasweb.saS:Usace.armv.mil/JD/


date. In sumfnaiy, the USAGE has determined the follpwuig with regard to isolated, non-
jurisdictional wafl^ that are present onthe.site:. 

'\Vetlands were delineated in accordance with criteria contained in the 1987 "Corps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation-Manualj" as aihended by the most recent regional supplements to 
the manual. 

There aie.isolated non-jurisdictional waters present that are not subject to CWA 
Jurisdiction. Specifically, 'wetiand(s) [letterof wetiandsheie], as identified on the exhibit 
entitied " ^ ^BTC isolated^ non-jurisdictional wetiands. Departineiit of the Anny 
autfaonzatipn, pissuantto Section404 of the Glean Wato-Act (33 U-S.C. 1344), is not required 
fortdredge and/or fill activities'in these areas: 

3. APPROVED DETERMINATION. :(otiier than isolated^non-jurisdictionai waters): If 
Appeiidix B of the March 4,2009, Public Notice entitied^ "Characterization of Jurisdictional 
Determinations: Purpose, Application and Documentation Requirements as Defined by the 
.Savaimah Distiict-US Army Corps of Engjjneais"- was subinitted, you have requested that the 
USAGE vanfy me presence.of jurisdictionsd waters located at the project site or within the 
.reviisw area. The completed.Appendix;B form is available at 
https.7/sasweb.sas.usace.armvjiil/JD/. under the above'listed file number. You may also request 
that a'ptinted copy of the form be -i^ailed'tb you.- This'jurisdictional determination will remain 
valid fora period of 5-years unless new infbrmatipn wannants revi^on prior to that date. In 
summary, the USAGE has determined the following with regard to isolated, non-jurisdictional 
wates that are present on the site: 

Wetiands were delineated in.accprdanqs^with criteria contained iii the 1987 "Corps of 
Engineers-Wetiand Delineation Manual,"'as amended'.by the most recent regional supplements to. 
the iinmiual. 

^ ._ The Global Positionmg Systeih (GPS) delmeation entitied " "̂, 
dated , is an accurate delineation of all'the jurisdictional boundarieson the site. 
If ydti-have not̂ 'already done so, I recommend tiiat you placea statementon this'delineation to 
tiie efiect tiiat, "JURISDICTIONAL WEHTLANDS AND OTHER WATERS SHOWN ON 
THIS DRAWING ARE UNDER THE JURiSblCTTON OF THE US ARMY CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS AS SHOWN-IN.USAGE FILE NUMBER SAS^2011-00828. OWNERS MAY 
BE SUBJECT TO PENALTY BY LAW FOR DISTURBANCE TO THESE 
JURISDICTIONAL AREAS WITHOUT PROPER AUTHORIZATION." This approved 
jurisdictional determination-wiU remain -valid for a period pf 3-years unless new information 
'\yarrants'revision prior to that date. 

The survey entitied " ", dated , and signed by 
Registered Land Surveyor .__, is.-jm accurate delineation of all the 
jurisdictional boundaries on .the site. I&ybu'have-not already done so, I recommend thatyou 

file://'/Vetlands
https://https.7/sasweb.sas.usace.armvjiil/JD/
file://'/yarrants'


place a statement on the final surveyed properQr plat to the effect that, "JURISDICTipNAL 
WEIXANDS. AND OTHER WATERS SHOVVNbN THIS DRAWING ARE.UNDER THE 
JURISDICTION OF TIIE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AS SHOWN IN USAGE 
FILE NUMBER.SAS-2011-Q9828. OWNERS MAYBE SUBJECT TO PENALTY BY 
LAW FOR blSTURBANCEtaimSE-JURIS^^ AREAS WITHOUT 
PROPER AUTHORIZATION:" This appxryed jinisdictipnal determination will remain valid 
for a period of 5-years unless new information .warrants.revlsion prior to that date. 

4. APPEALS^FOR APPROVED JUIOSDICnpNAL DETERMINATIONS: You may 
request an administrative appeal for any:approved geogrqihic jurisdictional determination under 
USAGE fegulatipns at 33 Code^of Federal Regulation (CFR) Part 331. Enclosed you vnll find a 
Notification of AdmiJaistrative Appeal C^tions.and Process and Request for Appeal (RFA) Form. 

If you request to-appeal tiiis/these.determination(s) you'must subnodt a completed RFA foiin to 
the South Atlantic Division Office^at the;folI6wing ad^tress: 

US Army Corps' of En^neers^ '̂South Atiatudc Division 
Attention.: CESAD-PbS:<); Admini^finiive Appeal Review Ofticer 
60 Forsyth Street, Room lbM15 
Atianta, Georgia 30303-8801 

In ord^ for a RFA.to be accepted byltiie .USAGE, tiie USAGE'must determine tiiat it is 
complete,'that it meets thecriteria fort^peal^under 33 CFR, part 331.5, and that ithas been 
received by the Division OfSoe'within'60 days of the date of this form. It is not necessary to 
submit an-RFA form to-the Division Office-ifyou do not object to this jurisdictional 
determination. 

D. SECTION 4 - APPLIES TO ALL OF THE ABOVE. 

- US DEPARTMENT OF AGMCtJLTTJRE (USDA) PROGRAM PARTIOPANTS. 
This<delineation/detetmination has .been craiductedto identify die limits of USAGE CWA 
jurisdiction for this site. This delineation/determination may not be valid for the wetiand 
conservation provisions of the Fopd Security Act pf 1985, as amended. If youpr yoxa tenmt are 
USDA pro'gram participants; or anticipate participation in USDA programs, you-should request a 
certified-wetland determinationfiiom the'local office of the Natural Resoiirces Conservation 
Service prior to starting work. 

Attachments: 

Verified Survey of Jurisdictional Streams, Wetiands and/or Other Waters 

Verified GPS Delineation pf JurisdiQtional.Streams, Wetiands and/or Other Waters 



X Drawing of Approximate Location-pf Streams,. Wetiands and/or OtherWaters 

Approved Jurisdictional Detenninatibn Form(s) 

X Notification of Administrative Appeal Options and^Process and Request for Appeal Form 

^ 1 ^ // / 

m If- ^^ / 
Cfiikita'-M. Saiideis ' DATE 
Regulatory Specialist, Piedmont Brandt 



AttacHed is: 
•INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Pennit OT Letter of pennission) 

See Sectidn below 

PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Ptermit or Letter of pennission) B 
PERMIT DEfHAL 
APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION 
PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION 

sBcnmi-
A':: INITIAL PROFFERED-PERMIT: You ioay abcept or object to tbe perniji '̂ 

ACCEPT: If you received a^Standard'Poimt you ms^sigb the permit'doaiment and. letum it to the district engineer for fiial 
authorization. IfyoureceivedaLetlerofPeiinssion(LOI^yi9ttinayacceptthe'L6Pahdyoin-w^ Your signature on 
the Standard Peimit OT acceptance of the LOP meanstfaat you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the permit, 
including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional de&fminatiorB associated with die permit 

OBJECT: If you object to die permit (Standard OT LOP) because of certain tenns and conditions therein, you may request that the 
pomit-be modified accordingly. You-must complete Section II of this fbnni md return the'fotm to. the district engineer. Your objections 
must be received by the districtengineer vnthin 60 daj^ of̂ die date of dus notice, OT.you wilt fcaSat your,right.tb appeal the,peimit in 
the future. Upon receipt of your letter, die district engineer will 'evaluate your objections and may: (a) modii^:tfae permit to addrus all 
of your concerns, (b) inodify the permit to address some of your'objections, or..(c) not modify the permit havingdeieimined fliat the 
permit'should be issued as pieviousiywritten. Atter.evaluating'yonr objedions, the district engineer will send you a proffered peimit 
foir.yoiir reconsideration, as indicated in Section B'below. 
B: ^PROFFERED PERMIT: You inay'accept OT appeal diepeiriiit. 

ACCEPT: If you received a Standard-Peimit, you.m^ sign the permit document and. return it to die district engineer for final 
audioiization. If you rec«ved a Letts-of Pennission (LOP), you'imy accept die LOP and your w Your signature .on 
die;Standard Peimit or acceptancedf the LOP means, dmt yqu aaxpttfae-peimit in its entirety, and waive ^ I rights to appeal die permit, 
including its terms and conditions, :and approved jurisdictionial deteimmations associated with the peimit 

APPEAL: If you choose to decline the prof^ed permit (Standard OT- LOP) berause of certam terms and conditions therein, you may 
appeal die declmed permit under die Corps of Engineers'Administratiye-Appeal Process by completing Section II of diis form and 
sending the form to the division engineer. This farm-must be received by dieTMvision engineer widiin 60 days of the dateof dus notice. 
C: PERMIT DENIAL: You niay appeal die denial of a peimit imder die Goip.of Engineers Adminbtrative Appeal Pixx^ss by 
completing Section II of diis fonn andsending die' form to.ftie division engineer.- This, form must be received by die division engmeer 
withui 60 days of the date of diis notice. 
D: APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You m ^ accept or appeal die approved JD or provide new information. 

ACCEPT: You do not need to notify-the Coips to accept an approved JD. Failure to'notiiy die Corps within 60 days of the date 'of this 
notice means that you accept die-approved JD in i& entii«y, ahd'waiveall rights to appeal die approved JD. 

APPEAL: If you disagree widi die approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers Admmistiatiye Appeal 
Process by completing Section'!] of this form andsending the fiiim to the diiyisioii',engineer. The di>nsion engineer must receive diis 
form within 60 days of die date of diis notice. 
E: PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: Ypu do not need to respond to die Corps regardiiig ttie preliminmy JD. 
The Preiiiiiinaiy JD is not appealable. If you wish; you may request-an'apjMTJved JD (which may be appealed), by contacting the-Corps 
district^for finther instruction. Also you may provide new information for fiutfaa* consideration by die Corps to reevaluate die JD. 



•SECTION 0-- KfeQUES-t F6R-ApPEj^L.OJ-QBifeCnaSS TO AN TNITTAL PRPFfEREg P E ^ a g ' . . ' •. 
REASONS FOR APPEAL OR.OBJECTIONS: (Describe your reasons for appealing die decision or your objections to an initial 
proHofed permit in clear concise statements. Ypu may attach additional infatmation to diis forni to clarify where your reasons or 
objections are addressed in die administrative lecbM.) 

ADDITIONALINFORMATION: The appeal Is limited to a review of die-adminisirative record, die Cnps memorandum for the record 
of the appeal conference OT meeting, and any supplemental'information- that ̂ -review'dfficer has determined is needed to clarify the 
administrative reconL Neither the ap^lant nor the Coips'may add new information OT analyses to the recOTd. However, you may 
provide additional mfoimatimi to clarify the location' of information that is already, in the administrative recoid. 

Pi£)n4T OFiSCdsItACT FD%-^@&TI&^^%JN!?&ta%ViQrO»: ' ^ • ^ 

If you have qiiestions regarding diis decision and/or die 
appeal process you may contact: 
Ms. Chikita'Sandeis 
US-Anny Corps of Engineers. Savannah District 
1590 Adamson Paricway, Suite 200 
MoiTow,-(jeorgia 30260-1777 
678-422-6570 

If you only have questions regarding the appeal process you may also 
contact: 
Administrative Appeal Review Officer 
CESAD-PDS-O 
US Army Coips of Engmeers, Soudi-Atlantic Division 
60 Forsyth Street,-Room 10M15 
Atiaola. Georeia 30363T8801 

RIGHT OF ENTRY: Your signature below grants the right of entry'to Coips of Engineeis peisonnel, and any-govenimeot consultants, 
10 conduct investigations of the project site during-.tfae-'course of the appeal process. You will be provided a 15^day notice.of any site 
investigation, and will have the opportunity to participate in all 'site investigations. 

Signature of appellant or agent 

Date: Telephone number: < 



Sffenry Counly 

(D^itment oj^^^lanning ^Zoning 
ClwrilCoSsonrfMjattfiews, 0mcior 

Sq]tember23,20li 

Ms. Kearston Comegys 
Coordinator Abamionniaits 
Strategic Planning- 12'̂ -FIoor 
Norfolk Southem-Corpb'ratibn 
3 Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510, 

RK Docket No.~ AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X}, Norfolk Soufliem Railway Company 
Abandonment -.in Hbniy and^Sfnlding Counties^.Georgia 

D e a r M s . C o i n ^ , 

Thank you for allowing Henry County thepppprtunity to review and comment on the proposed alandonment of 
4.92 miles'of rail line-between Milepost4.80M and Milepost|9i'72M in Heniy and Spalding Counties. Heniy 
County certainly sees this as advantageous, as this iTiil line islocated widiin a "corridor requiring special 
attention." bi response to your correspondence thc.county offers' die ibllowing: 

• The proposed abandonmeiit-does support our Joint Coimly/City Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use 
Map, creation of Activity Centers, in as much,die county identified this corridor as a potential "Rails-to-
Trails Project"; and 

• Fuidiermqre. die rail line-&I.ls withinan Activity Center inclu^ve pf an existing commerdiil center, 
neighbc^hoods and institutioiu. with the potential to add a recreational component; and 

• .The County's Comprehensive Transpntation Plan idoitified as a critical goal the.need to incorporate 
multi-modal choices within our Actiyity.Coiters; and 

• Consistent with Spalding County's Rails-to-Tralls Program and supports the implementation of the 
Atlanta RegionarCommission (ARC) Regional Bicycle Transportation and Pedestrian Walkways Plan. 

However, the proposed abandonment-of this-iail lirie, as reflected on the atta'ched map, does traverse an Industrial 
Area which is critical to'the economic vitality bfbbtfa our commimiity and the region. Any adverse im^ct this 
abandonment would have on the economic developrnent potential of this area would certainly be inconsisteht with 
our longrrange goals f̂or diis area. 

Again,' thank you for the opportunity to offer coinihehts in consideration of the proposal. Should you wish to 
discuss fordid, please feel free to contact Midiad Hairris, Division-Director, Planning and Zoning Services 
Division or myself at 770-288-7526. 

Veiy Truly Yo| 

Cheri Hobson-Matthews 

cc: Michael Harris, Division Director, Planning and,Zoning Services. 
Terry McMiekle, Division Director, Public Works 

140 Henry Parkway • McDonough, Georgia 30253 
MAIN: (770) 288-7526 • FAX: (770) 288-6440 
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Comegys, Kearston 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
-Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Sandy_Abbott@fws.gov 
Monday, September;!2, 2011 5:00 PM. 
Comegys, Kea.rston 
robin_goodloe@fws.gov 
Re: Norfolk Southern-RairAbandonment-
pic00148.gif; Greenwood Spur Itr resent to;FWS.pdf 

Kearston, 

I don't have.any concerns related to t&e species in the Spalding Cotuity portion of this project. 

Sandy Abbott 

tJSFWS 
West GA Ecological Service Sub.OfGce 
706-544-7518 
"'"Conieg^, Kearston" <cearston.comegvs@jiscorp.cbrh> 

"Comegys, Kearston" 
<|{earston.coniegvs(^iisconi.com>' 

09/12/2011 11:41AM 

To"robin goodloe(3tfws.gov!' 
<iobin goodloe(Stfws:ftov> 

cc"sandv abbotMStfws.^ov" 
<5andv_abbott<S).fws:gbv> 

SubjectNorfblk Southern Rail Abandonment 

Robin and Sandy, 

I am writing you in reference to a letter from Marcellus Kirchner concerning a rail line abandonment in Henry 
and Spalding counties, Georgia. Please find the attached letter and map. I, originally, sent the letter to the 
regional office. I spoke to Sandy Tucker, vyho explained you both would be handling this location. We would 
like some comments from each of your teams. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your time. 

Kearston. Comegys 
Coordinator Abandonments./ Norfolk Southern 
3 Commercial. Place Norfolk, VA 23510 
Phone 757-629-2803 
(See attached file: Greenwood Spur Itr resent to FWS:pdf) 

mailto:Sandy_Abbott@fws.gov
mailto:robin_goodloe@fws.gov


Comegys, Kearston 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Co: 
Subject: 

Robin_Goodloe@fws.gov 
Tuesday, Septeimber 13.201-i ld-13 AM 
Comegys, Kearston 
Sandy /̂M3bott@fws.gov 
Re: Norfolk Southem Rail Abandonment 

Hi Kearston, 

I have no concerns related Jo listed species In'the. Henry County-portion of this project. 

Thanks for contacting us, 

Robin 

Robin Goodloe 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Georgia Ecological Services 
105 West Park Dr., Suite D 
/\thens, GA 30606 
706-613^9493X221 
706-613-6059 fan 

Sandy AbbottfRMFWS/DOi 

09/12/2011 04:59 PM 

To "Comegys, KearstonT <l<earstonLCOfneavs(anscorD.oom> 

cc. "robin oQodtcieiSlws.amr<robln Qocciloefl>lws.oov> 

Sutject f ^ . . f f g , f ^ Southem Ran AbandonmentLink' 

Kearston, 

I don't have any concerns related to t&e species in the SpaldirigCbuntyiportion of this proJecL 

Sandy /Vbbott 
USFVyS 
West'GA Ecological Service Sub Office 
706-544775.18 

"Comegys, Keaiston" <kearston.eomBavsa>nscorD.com> 

09/12/201111:41 AM. 

To "robin qoodloelBlws.ootf'' <robin ooodloe®fas.oov> 

cc "sandy abboHfflHws.ooi/* <sandv abbotl(a)fws.oov> 

Subject Norfolk Southern Rail Abandonment 

Robin and Sandy, 

mailto:Robin_Goodloe@fws.gov
mailto:M3bott@fws.gov


I I 
"^;DEORGIA 

'^ DETARTMENTOI NATUKAl RCiOURCES 

COASTAL FLESOURCES DIVISION 

MARK WILLIAMS A.C.'SPUD'WOODVVARD 
COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR 

August 19,2011 

Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Attn: Kearston Comegys 
Three Conimercial Place 
Norfijlk, Virginia'235lbr9202 

RE: Consistency Determinatibn for. Docket No ABr290 (Sub-No. 331X), Norfolk Sqiithem 
Railway Company: Abandopmetit-Iii Henry and Spaulding.Counties, Georgia 

Dear Mr. Comegys: 

The Georgia Coastal Managanent Program (GCMP) reviews only those activities that are likely 
to have direct or Jndirect impacts^on'respiiirces within jQie Coastal Zone Area. Abandoimient of 
4.92 miles of rail.line in Henry and Spaulding counties is not likely to have impacts on coastal 
counties. 

The Program concurs with your Federal Consistency Detormination of No Effects. Thank yoii 
for yoiu- cpprdination on this project.' Pleasafeel fie^ to contact me if I may be of any further 
assistancein this or other projects. 

Sincerely, 

Kelie Moore 
Federal Consistency Coordinator 
Habitat Management Program 

ONE CONSERVATION WAY | BRUNSWICK. GEORGIA 31520-8686 
912.264.7218 I FAX 912.262.3143 j WWW.COASTALGADNR.ORC 

http://WWW.CoastalGaDNR.ORC


Uniteil States Department'ioiffAgricultiire 

&NRCS 
Natural Resources Coreeivation Seivioe 
355 East Hancock Avenue 
Afiiens, Geoigia 30601 

September 6,2011 

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonmjents 
Strategic Planning -12 ' ' ' FIOCM: 

Norfolk Southern' Coiporation 
3 Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Re: Docket No AB-290 (Siib-Np, 33 i3Q, Norfolk Sbu&em Railway Company -
Abandonment - . in Henry <and^Sp,alding Counties;. Georgia 

Dear Ms. Comegys: 

This reply is to the request'for the possible;efiect of Primie and Statewide Important farmland iii 
the area of the proposedrail line abandonment stated above. 

There are prime or important state wide farm lands .in-1ihe'>iail line abandonment area. Because 
you have stated that there are no.additional disturbances to the adjacent areas, this project is 
exempt fix)m Farmland Protect Policy Act (FP^A) guiileliiies. 

If you need additional information, please; contact Edward Ealy, State Soil Scientist at (706) 546-
2278. 

Sincerely, 

iSE. TILLMAN, SR. 
^tate Conservationist 

cc: Shaun Foid,. District Conservationist, NRCS, McDpiiough, GA 
Dan Wallace, State Resource inventory/Coordinator, Athens, GA 

Helping People Help the Land 
An Equal Opportunily PnwUer Old Eitn^oyer 



Cjpmegys, Kearston 

From: Chuck Taylor [ctaylor@spaldingcounty.comj 
Split: Tuesday, Septetriber 13,2011 8:27 AM 
To: William Wilson Jr.;pomeg^, Kearston 
Co: Chad Jacobs; Cindy Mcdaniel 
Subject: RE: NorfolkSouthemAbandonment 

Foilow Up Flag: Follow, up 
Flag Status: Completed 

Ms. Comegys: 

Upon reviewing the letter from MarcellusKirchnep dated August 4,.2011, the Community Development Department of 
Sjjalding'County finds no inconsistencies'withjespect to'the at>andorirnerit request and our local land use policies. As 
mentioned'by Mr. Wilson, the tracts inquestipnrare under private ownership. 
Should yo'u require any additional.inforrnation„pleaise'd6 not hesitate to contact me'further. 

Thanks. 

Chad Jacobs 
Community Development Director 
Spaldihg'County 
770.467.4253 

From:. William Wilson Jr. 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 201112:35 PM 
To: Com'egys, Kearston 
Cc: Chuck Taylor; Chad Jacobs; Ciridy Mcdaniel; 
Subject:')iE: Norfolk-Southern Abandonment 

Ms. Comegys, 

I passed that .information on to my Community Development Department for re\'iew and comment 
laut i believe the portion of the rail in .Spalding County was already under private ownership and only 
a small portion of the Henry County track was still owned by;NS. 

[ will defer to my CD Department for additional info. 

Thanks, 

Wm 

William P.-Wilson, Jr. 
County, Manager 
Spalding County, GA 
770.467.4224 direct 
770.467.4227 fax 
wwilsoh Ospaldingcounty.com 

mailto:ctaylor@spaldingcounty.comj


ATTACHMENT 2 
CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
(POST-CIRCULATION) 



Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 

Novembers, 2011 

Strategic 
R c C C i V G d ^*^" ® Commercial Place 

Nor oik. VA 23510-9207 

NOV 2.1 2011 

lanning Department 
mmercial Place 
/A 23510-9207 
(757) 629-2679 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Milepost 4.8 M and 
Mllepost 9.72 M, a distance of 4.92 miles, located In Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia. 

Enclosed Is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the 
proposed abandonment and other pertinent infonnation. A map of the proposed track 
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the 
various agencies receiving It. 

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you Identify any 
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist In alleviating them. 
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or. lack thereof, which will be 
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). 

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will fomri the basis for the 
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the 
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information Is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to: 

Surface Transportation Board, 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations 
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your written comments 
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the Board In evaluating the environmental impacts of the 
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your Input prior to filing with the STB, we must 
receive your comments within three weeks. F" " 
email at Kearston.Comeavs@nscoro.com. or, 

Kearston Comegys 
Coordinator-Abandonments 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Strategic Planning Department 

Operating Subsidiary: Noriblk Southem Railway Company 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
105 West Park Drive, Suite D, Athens, GA 30605 

Phone: 706-613-9493 Fax 706-613-6059 

FWS Log NO. Z O l 3 ^ g . P t g ^ C->^ '^ \ 

Based upon available information, federally listed species are not likely 
to occur on tiie project site However, if new information or ciianges in tiie 
project involve federally listed species, furtiier consultation witii tiie Service 
wtmjfT^fluinecL 

Sandra S. Tucker, Field S!W>ervisor Date 

mailto:Kearston.Comeavs@nscoro.com


Comegys, Kearston 

From: Sanders, Chikita M SAS [Chikita.M.Sanders@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 6:50 PM 
To: Comegys, Kearston 
Subject: STB Docket No. AB-2g0 (Sub-No. 331X) (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

Good morning Ms. Comegys, 

I am writing to inform you we are in receipt of the Combined Environmental and Historic 
Report for the proposed rail line abandonment between milepost 4.8M and milepost 9.72M in 
Henry and Spalding counties, Georgia. After reviewing all the information made available to 
us, it appears that no fill would be placed in any jurisdictional waters of the US. 
Therefore no permit will be required for the proposed abandonment project under Section 464 
of the Clean Water Act. 

Warm Regards, 

Chikita' M. Sanders 
Regulatory Specialist 
Regulatory Division, Piedmont Branch 

1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200 
Morrow, Georgia 30260-1777 
678-422-6570 (office) 
678-763-8977 (mobile) 
678-422-2734 (fax) 

Please see our Avatar website for additional information concerning the Savannah District's 
Regulatory Program: http://www.sas.usace.armv.mil/reeulatory/index.html. 

Thank you in advance for completing our Customer Survey Form. This can be accomplished by 
visiting our web site at http://per2.nwp.usace.armv.mil/survev.html. and completing the 
survey on-line. We value your comments and appreciate your taking the time to complete a 
survey each time you interact with our office. 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

mailto:Chikita.M.Sanders@usace.army.mil
http://www.sas.usace.armv.mil/reeulatory/index.html
http://per2.nwp.usace.armv.mil/survev.html


i^GEORGIA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 
MARK WILLIAMS DR. DAVID CRASS 

COMAAISSIONER DIVISION DIRECTOR 

Noveiiiber29,2011 

Marcellus Kirchner 

Norfolk Southem Coiporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510 
Attn: Kearston Comegys (Kearston.Comegys@nscorp.com) 
RE: Rail Abandonment: Greenwood Spur, between Mile Post 4.8 M and 9.72 M, Norfolk Southern 

Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia 
HP-111107-003 

Dear Mr. Kirchner: 

The Historic Preservation Division (HPD) has reviewed the information submitted concerning the above 
referenced project. Our comments are offered to assist die Surface Transportation Board (STB) and Norfolk Southem in 
complying with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA). 

Based on the information provided, it is HPD's opinion that the Norfolk Southem Raihxiad (formerly a part 
of the Georgia Midland and Gulf Railroad), in addition to the trestle bridge, should be considered eligible for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Pbces (NRHP). Furdiermore, it is HPD's opinion that the subject project, as 
proposed, will have no adverse effect to historic properties within its area of potential effects (APE), as defined in 
36 CFR Part 80O.S(b) provided the following condition Is met: 

• Trestle bridge, which is a contributing resource to the railroad, should not be removed as part of the 
abandonment. 

Please refer to project number HP-111107-003 in any future correspondence on this project. If we may be of 
further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Shirk, Environmental Review Coordinator, at (404) 651-
6624. 

Sincerely, 

/ ^ C ^ J u ^ ^ , ^ 

Karen Anderson-Cordova 
Program Manager 
Environmental Review and Preservation Planning 

KAC:ebp 

cc: Allison Duncan, Atlanta Regional Commission 
Paul Jarrell, Three Rivers Regional Commission 

254 W A S H I N G T O N STREET, S W | G R O U N D LEVEL | ATLANTA. G E O R G I A 30334 
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mailto:Kearston.Comegys@nscorp.com
http://www.georgiashpo.orc


United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
355 East Hancock Avenue 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

November 17,2011 

Kearston Comegys 
Coordinator-Abandomnents 
Strategic Plarming - Department 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Re: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 33IX), Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment 
in Henry and Spalding Counties, Georgia 

Dear Ms Kearston Comegys: 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service has no further comments on the Norfolk Southem 
Railway abandonment than those provided in the response already included in the report for STB 
Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 33IX). 

Sincerely, 

Q c ^ - j > A l i ^ ^ ^ < ^ Acting for 
JAMES E. TILLMAN, SR. 
State Conservationist 

Helping People Help the Land 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 331X) 

NORFOK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN HENRY AND SPALDING COUNTIES, GA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Transportation Board 

[Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No. 33IX)] 

Norfolk Southem Railway Company—^Abandonment Exemption—In Heiuy, and Spalding 

Counties, GA 

Norfolk Southem Railway Company (NSR) has filed on December 19,2011, a verified 

notice of exemption under 49 C.F.R, part 1152 subpart F-Exempt Abandonments to abandon 

approximately 4.92 miles of rail line located in Henry and Spalding Counties, GA. The subject 

rail line extends from milepost 4.80 M (south of Meredith Park Drive near the Line's crossing of 

Indian Creek in McDonough, GA) to milepost 9.72 M (just to the east of Trestle Road in Locust 

Grove, GA). The line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes 30223,30228, 30248, 

and 30253. 

NSR has certified that: (1) no local traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 

(2) there is no overhead traffic on the subject line because the subject line is not a "through line;" 

(3) no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line (or by a state or local 

govemment entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line 

either is pending with the Surface Transportation Board (Board) or with any U.S. District Court 

or has been decided in favor of complainant within the 2-year period; and (4) the requirements at 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) (environmental report), 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (transmittal letter), 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 (newspaper publicafion), and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (nofice to 

governmental agencies) have been met. 

As a condition to this exemption, any employee adversely affected by the abandonment 

shall be protected under Oregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch 



Between Firth «fe Ammon. in Bingham & Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). To 

address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees, a petition for partial 

revocation under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(d) must be filed. 

Provided no formal expression of intent to file an offer of financial assistance (OFA) has 

been received, this exemption will be effective on Febmary 7,2012, unless stayed pending 

reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve environmental issues,' formal expressions 

of intent to file an OFA under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2),̂  and trail use/rail banking requests 

under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 must be filed by . Petitions to reopen or requests for 

public use conditions under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.28 must be filed by , with the 

Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001. 

A copy of any petition filed with the Board should be sent to NSR's representative: 

Robert A. Wimbish, Baker & Miller PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 300, 

Washington, DC 20037. 

If the verified notice contains false or misleading information, the exemption is void ab 

initio. 

NSR has filed a combined environmental and historic report which addresses the effects, 

if any, of the abandonment on the environment and historic resources. OEA will issue an 

environmental assessment (EA) by . Interested persons may obtain a copy 

of the EA by writing to OEA (Room 1100, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 

' The Board will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmental issues (whether raised by 
a party or by the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) in its independent 
investigation) caimot be made before the exemption's effective date. See Exemption of Out-of-
Serv. Rail Lines. 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be filed as soon as 
possible so that the Board may take appropriate action before the exemption's effective date. 

^ Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing fee, which is currently set at $1,500. See 49 
C.F.R. § 1002.2(f)(25). 



20423-0001) or by calling OEA, at (202) 245-0305. Assistance for the hearing impaired is 

available through the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339. Comments 

on environmental and historic preservation matters must be filed within 15 days after the EA 

becomes available to the public. 

Environmental, historic preservation, public use, or trail use/rail banking conditions will 

be imposed, where appropriate, in a subsequent decision. 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29(e)(2), NSR shall file a notice of 

consummation with the Board to signify that it has exercised the authority granted and fully 

abandoned the line. If consummation has not been effected by NSR's filing of a notice of 

consummation by Febmary 7,2013, and there are no legal or regulatory barriers to 

consummation, the authority to abandon will automatically expire. 

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at "WWW.STB.D0T.GOV." 

Decided: . 

By the Board, Rachel D. Campbell, Director, Office of Proceedings. 

http://WWW.STB.D0T.GOV

